Mr. Harper stated that section 75.305 requires the fire
boss to travel weekly to the area where he took his air
samples for the purpose of conducting his weekly examinations
required by that section (Tr. 72}.  However, section 75.305
does not require the taking of any bottle air samples (Tr. 76).

Mr. Harper could not recall the size of the opening in
the regulator at the location where he took his sample, but
he did indicate that "the doors were pretty well all the
way open," and that the opening would be three to six feet.
He could not state exactly how much air was coming through
the regulator from the gob, and he has been unable to locate
his notes (Tr. 103).  He did not take an air reading in the
return entry (Tr. 104).

MSHA Inspector Jackson L. Snyder, testified that he is
assigned to the district ventilation group and that in that
capacity he reviews the ventilation plans submitted by operators
and evaluates their effectiveness (Tr. 108).  Mr. Snyder
confirmed that he was at the mine in question on February 9, 1983,
and took a bottle sample of air similar to the one taken
by Inspector Harper.  He stated that he took his sample at
the same bleeder check point where Mr. Harper took his.
He took it approximately one foot outby the regulator, downstream,
and at arm's length (Tr. 110).

Mr. Snyder stated that the air he sampled was air from
the regulator and he did not believe that the air which he
sampled was mixing with other air in the entry.  He considered
the sampling location to be in active workings because "it
is required, by the ventilation plan/ that the bleeder point
be at this location.  And it is also required that this
person go to this location once a week to evaluate that
part of the gob" (Tr. 110).

Mr. Snyder stated that men travel to the bleeder check
points once a week to take air samples with bottles, evaluate
the direction of the air flow, as well as the quality of
the air and the presence of any methane or gases,  While
there is no requirement to take bottle samples, U.S. Steel
has chosen to use this method to insure conformance with their
own ventilation plan (Tr. 111).

Mr. Snyder confirmed that he was at the mine to evaluate
the gob area as part of his ventilation survey and that the
volume of air in the entry outby the bleeder evaluation
point was 43,000 cubic feet, and the amount of air coming
off the gob was approximately 3900 (Tr. 113).  The amount
of air present when the citation was abated was 8,000 cubic
feet (Tr. 114).
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